NPS Form 10-900 A 7" OMB No. 100240018
Cot, 4980 - : LR .N

ATIONAL RE
United States Department of the Interior “STEDGiSTER
National Park Service

. : . MAY 17 2008
National Register of Historic Places )

Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Regisiration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-8000a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

Historic name Wilcox Schoaol — District 28
Other namie/site number 195-0000-0023

2, Location
Street & number Rurail Route-15m south of WakKeeney on Highway 283 [ not for pubéication
City or town Ransom [ vicinity
State Kansas Code KS County Trego Code 196 Zip code 67572

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationat Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [<] nomination ~
[ request for determination of eligipility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the propery
3 meets [[] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nzgtionally B4 statewide [] locally. {{] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

2 Sl DSHPO 3 /e/o6

Signature of cen@ng official/ Title Date
Kansas State Historical Scclety

State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opirion, the property (7] meets [ ] does not meat the National Register criteria. (I See centinuation sheet for additional
Comments.)

Signature of commenting official /Tiile Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

| herby certify that the property is Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[ entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet.
[} determined sligible for the Nationat
Register
[1 See continuation shest.
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register
[] removed from the National
Register
[ other, {explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only ong box) {Do notinckude previously listed resources in the count)

B3 private building(s) Coniributing Noncontributing

[ public-local (7] district .

[ public-State [ site 1 b‘uxldmgs

[ public-Federal [ structure sites

[_] objest . structures
objects
1 total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) In the National Register
Historic Public Schools of Kansas 9

8. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter Categories from instructions) (Enter categeries from instructions)
EDUCATION: School SOCIAL: Ciub house

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
{Enter categaries from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
OTHER: VERNACULAR Foundation: Stong
Walls: Stone
Roof: Wood

Other; Brick Chimney

Narrative Description
{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
wroperty for National Register

X a Property is associated with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad pafterns of our
history

(] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[} C Property embodies the distinctive characteristcs
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents thie work of a master, or possesses
tigh artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose companents fack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yieided, or likely to yield,
information imporiani in prehistory or history,

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

] 8 removed from it ofiginal location.

[:I C a birthplace or grave.

7] b a cemetery,

C] E a reconstructed building, obiect, or structura.
[] F a commemorative property.

[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance .
{Enter categories from instructions}

EDUCATION

ARCHITECTURE

Pertod of Significance

1886-1947

Significant Dates
1886

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

9, Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in pregaring this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

73 preliminary determination of individual listing {36 CFR 67)

has been requesied
[ Previously listed in the National Register
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register
[Cdesignated a National Historic Landmark
[.] recorded by Historic Amesican Buildings Survey
#

[.] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[X] state Historic Preservation Office
[T Other State agency
[.] Federal agency
[ Local government
[ University
[] Other
Mame of reposilory:
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10, Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: one

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a confinuation sheet}
1 . 3
ij4] |4lz2]2]a]elof Ta2]9]4l5]5]0 | | | I |
Zone Easting - Northing Zone Easting Narthing
2 4

™ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.}

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundartes were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11, Form Prepared By

Nameftitie Mary Hendricks

Organization Date 29 July, 2005

Street & number  P.O. Box 488 Telephone  785-743-2644

City or town Wakeeney State  Kansas Zip code 67672

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form;

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properiy's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and groperties having large acreage of NUMErous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

{Check with SHPO or FPQ for any addiional items)

Property Owner
name Hi Plains Gravel Grinders (cfo Larry Dienes)
street & number  RR2, Box 144 felephore  785-743-8537
city or town WaKeeney state KS zip code 67672

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Tais information is being coliected for applications to the Nationat Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibiity for listing, to st properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 1o this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic

Praservation Act, as amended {16) 1.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated 1o average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form {o the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, Nationat Park Service, P.C. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwerk Reductions Projects (1024-0018),

Washington, DC 20503



NPS Form 10-800-a : OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
{8-86)

A

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Historic Public Schools of Kansas
Section: 7 Page: 1 Wilcox School - District 29, Trego County, Kansas

Narrative Description

Wilcox School-District No. 29 was built in 1886 by early settlers of the area. The school was constructed of Niobrara
limestone quarried on the south side of the Smoky Hili River, approximately one-half mile south of the school site. The
schoolhouse is a simple rectangular form with a gable roof. There are two entry bays on the front of the building, a
chimney on the rear, and three windows on each of the two sides. The form and style of the schoolhouse are typical of
early one-room country schaolhouses. Constructed of native limestone and bearing no specific stylistic references, the
school is classified as a vernacular structure.

The interior of the school also reflects the style and layout of traditional one-room country schools. The walls are plaster
with wood wainscoting and the ceiling is pressed metal. A stove is located toward one end (the back) of the schoo! and

the entry foyer on the north end was used as a cloak room with coat hooks still in place. With the exception of the entry

bays, the school is one-room, designed to serve all children of families in the area,

Site

Wilcox School District 29 is located 14.8 miles south of WaKeeney and the intersections of Interstate 70 and Highway
283. The school sits on the east side of Highway 283 between mile markers 131 and 130. Situated on a one-acre site,
the school stands on a small hillside overlooking the Smoky Hill River valley. The site is mostly buffalo grass bordered by
a farm that is enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program and planted in grass.

A gravel road on the south side of the site provides access to the school; a dirt parking area is located south of the school.
There is no playground equipment or other structures on the site. There is no evidence of a well on the site but there is
electrical service. A foundation of an ocuthouse is extant northeast of the school but the siructure is reported to have been
biown away by a tornado. A stone foundation measuring 12.2 feet a 7.6 feet is extant on the east end of the school,
presumed to be remnants of a coal storage shed.

Exterior

The one-story stone schoothouse is a simple rectangular form measuring approximately 20 x 30 feet. The wood frame
gable roof has one-by sheathing and some wood shingles. The peak of the gable is 23'6" high and the eaves are 14’ 6"
high.

The school faces west, fronting Highway 283, There are twe entry bays on the front of the school, each constructed of
stone and each with a gable roof, The eniry bays are progressively smaller than the main body of the school. The
original entry bay measures approximately 7' x 12", A stone inscribed “Dist. 298, AD 1886" is in place over the original
entrance (now located inside the entry vestibule). A second entry vestibule was added to the schoolhouse at an unknown
date (it is not in place on 1820s photos). This entry bay measures approximately 4' x 7" and has a concrete foundation. A
slab of limestone serves as a step to the entrance. The existing door is a solid wood door constructed of one-by boards.
A sign above the door reads "Hi-Plains Gravel Grinders.”

The north and south facades are identical, each with three windows. The windows are 3' x 7', triple-hung wood windows
with two-panes per sash. The windows on the north side have been boarded over and glass is loose or broken in several
of the sashes on the south windows. Hail screen has been installed on the south windows. The windows have limestone
lintels and sills. The existing windows are replacements, date unknown; the original windows were 6/1 double-hung wood
windows.

A red brick chimney is located in the center of the east facade. The chimney rises above the rooftine and the top of the.~
chimney has crumbled. The chimney has a concrete foundation and there appears to have been a clean-out at the -
bottom of the chimney that has been bricked in. Mortar on the surface of stones clearly outlines the former coal sh@

the east side of the building. There are no window or door openings on the east facade. :
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Exterior alterations include removal of the coal shed on the east facade, replacement windows and the addition of the
second eniry vestibule on the front (west) facade. Early photos of the building clearly show the original eniry which is
extant inside the entry vestibule, the original 6/1 double-hung wood windows, and the rear coal shed. The dates of the
exterior alterations are undocumented. The school retains significant integrity but it is in deteriorating condition. The roof
is in need of replacement; it retains only remnants of the wood shingle reof and is clearly leaking. There are several major
cracks in the exterior stone walls, stones have failed at the northwest corner of the structure and the north wall is sagging.
The mortar joints are in poor condition with widespread loose and missing mortar.

interior

The newer entry vestibule has a concrete floor and the walls are exposed limestone. There is a step up to the original
vestibule. The original doors are missing but the five-foot opening is intact and the four-light transom is in piace aithough
the glass is missing. The original doors were a pair of five-panel wood doors. The original entry vestibule has an oak
ficor that is painted blue and plaster walls and ceiling that are painted a cream color. The walls have wood wainscoting
and a chair rail. There is evidence of coat hooks on a wood molding extant on both sides of the vestibule. A wood box
measuring approximately 5" x 2’ is in place on the north side of the original vestibule. The pair of wood doors into the
schoolhouse (from the original entry vestibule) is extant but a panel of hinged particle board has been instalied over the
transom.

The interior of the main building measures approximately 27" x 17", It has an oak floor that has been painted gray. The
walls are plaster with a sand finish, painted blue. Bead board wainscoting with a chair rail cap is in place arocund the
room. The windows have deep silis and a simple wood frame, painted biue. There is a slate chalk board mounted on the
wall between two windows on the north wall. An ornate pressed metal ceiling Is in place. The ceiling includes a cove
molding, a border pattern and the central pattern. The ceiling has collapsed on the south half of the room as a resuit of
the leaking roof. The ceiling panels are rusted through and likely beyond repair. Likewise, the oak floor on the scuth haif
has deteriorated due to the leaking roof, :

A stove is in place near the east wall and a stove pipe connects to the chimney through the east wall. A single light bulb
with exposed conduit is in place on the metal ceiling. There is no plumbing in the buiiding. No school desks are extant
but two wood benches are in place along perimeter walls. The interior of the schoothouse is largely intact but historic
materials have been damaged by the leaking roof.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Wilcox School ~ District 29 is nominated to the National Register under the muttiple property documentation form, Historic
Public Schools of Kansas. The school is significant on a state and local level under Criterion A as one of only a few
remaining rural schoo! houses in Trego County. The school served Wilcox Township, a rural setttement south of
WakKeeney, for sixty years, the last tem being the 1946-47 school year. Wilcox School was constructed in 1886 to
educate the children of local families. The early settiers of Wilcox built the school of native limestone, quarried along the
Smoky Hill River, one-half mile scuth of the site. its simple rectangular form with a gable roof and entry vestibule is
representative of traditional one-room county schoois.

Wilcox was a small rural settiement located between WaKeeney and Ness City on Highway 283 in central Trego County
named for William Wilicox, the first settler and postmas’cer.1 Located fifteen miles south of WaKeeney near the Smoky Hill -
River, Wilcox was founded in 1879. The Wilcox post office was established in April of 1879; William K. Willcox, the
landowner, became the first postmaster.? The second ‘L” was later dropped from the originat spelling of Willcox.

Trego County Is in the western half of Kansas, located in the fourth tier of counties from the Colorado line and the third tier
of counties from the Nebraska line. The Saline River runs along the northern boundary of the county, the Smoky Hill
River runs six miles north of the southern border of the county. The county has an abundance of limestone, used for the
construction of most early buiidings. The county was organized in June of 1879 and WaKeeney was named the county
seat. Cutler's History of Kansas (1883} identifies Collyer on the western border and Ogallah, east of WaKeeney, as the
only other established towns in the early 1880s. According to Cutler, the years of 1878-79 witnessed a great influx of
people to Trego County due primarily to the success of wheat crops in the preceding year. By 1880, the county boasted a
population estimated at 3,500, one-third of which lived in WaKeeney. However the 1879 and 1880 crops were a total
failure and the population decreased as fast as it had previously grown. The first school was taught in the County in 1879
in WaKeeney. By 1882, there were twenty-two school districts. However, the school population was reduced by haif,

_ dropping from 404 in 1880 fo 188 in 1882.% Wilcox School (1886) was the 29" district formed in Trego County.

The early farming challenges and the emergence of the railroad (replacing the Smoky Hill and Butterfield Overland
Dispaich Trails) may have contributed to the short-lived settlement of Wilcox. Founded in 1879, the post-office closed in
1896. During this time however, a schoolhouse was constructed that continued to serve rural residents for sixty years.
Early settlers in Wilcox Township needed a school for their children to attend; the local families organized District 28 and
built the stone schoolhouse in 1886.* Records show that one acre of land was given to the district by Caroline M. Manly
and her hushand on October 4, 1886 for construction of a school. Given the scarcity of trees, the settlers turned to the
material that was readily available, nameiy Niobrara Emestone located on the south side of the Smoky Hill River. The
quarried stone had fo be hauled to the building site one-half mile north of the river over low-water bridges and ratural
fords using horse-drawn wagons. The school house was completed in 1886. The school and township were named for
W.K. Wilicox, one of the homesteaders who lived one-half mile west of the schoolhouse. Bernice Yetter of Ogallah was
the first teacher at the school, teaching a three-month term in 1886. Some of the family names of the first pupils were:
Wilcox, Nichols, Whisler, Eredrickson, Gullet and Rains. The County Superintendent at this time was A.G. Baker.®

The annual reports of Wilcox School — District 29 are available at the Trego County Register of Deeds office listing the
pupils and teachers for each year of operation. The number of pupils varied over the years ranging from as few as three
students in 1898 and 1899 and a high of 24 students in 1918. Enroliment stabilized with an average of 15-20 studenis
through the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. The last teacher was Wilma Bell who taught nineteen students during the 1846-47
term.

! Western Kansas World, March 11, 1893,

2 Western Kansas World, November 14, 1974 (article referénces an interview with Mrs. Whisler, the author coliecting information on earty setflements for
“Ghost Towns in Trego County”), Mrs. Whisler's husband's grandparents were among the early settlers of Wilcox.

3 william G. Cutler, History of the State  of Kansas (first published by A.T. Andreas, Chicago, lil., 1883). Accessed on-line.

* Western Kansas World, November 14, 1974. ‘

5 South Downer Homemakers, "History of Wilcox School Dates Back to 1886," WakKeeney Western Kansas World, November 6, 1989. (This history has
been reprinted in several publications and credited to Mrs. Charles Surprise.)
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Wilcox was a typical one-room school in a rural farming community in western Kansas. The area children walked fo
school and grades 1-8 shared the same classroom. Pupils desiring additional schooling attended high schoal in Ransom
or WaKeeney. Rosie Mai Kvern, a student of Wilcox during the 1946-47 school term recalls: “Wilcox school was a good
school for learning and playing... There were spelling matches and arithmetic matches at the blackboard. Individual
grade classes were calied up to sit on a bench near the teacher’s desk for reading or arithmetic, while other students
studied at their desks.” There was no well at the school and pupils carried a gallon Syrup pail of water to school. Later,
water was reportedly brought to the school from the Jackson place (north of the schoo%)

In addition to its primary role of education, Wilcox School served as the hub of the community. Sunday School was
organized and held at the school for many years; Ministers from Ransom and WaKeeney came and held regular services.
Lyceum or Literary Programs and quilting bees were organized by local residents. During World War |, draft registrations
were held at the school.” Township meetings were also held at the schoolhouse and the school served as the Township
volting hall.

John Olsen, whose parents came from Norway, arrived in Trego County in 1805 and purchased the Wilcox homestead for
raising cattle. John served on the Draft Board for registration in World War 1 and sold liberty bonds. He served on the
Wilcox School Board continually from 1910 until his death in 1946. His wife Rebecca was active in Sunday School and
Church services heid at the Wilcox School. She aiso helped with literary programs where young people took part with
their talents of debate and music. John and Rebecca’s five children al} attended school at Wilcox. Their daughter, Mary
Marie Olsen, at the age of 16, returned to teach for the 1927-28 school term.®

District 29 was consolidated with other rural districts and the Wilcox School closed in 1947, The schoothouse was
purchased by the Hi Plains Grave! Grinders Motorcycle Club at that time for use as a clubhouse. The club was started in
the 1940s, named for a nearby gravel pit, and is one of the oldest motorcycle clubs in the state of Kansas. The Gravel
Grinders maintain ownership of the school today.

The Wilcox School maintains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and association. The school retains the
general characteristics of the property type including: its original site and setting, the original building form, the original
roof form, the native limestone and pattern of window and door openings, and the basic interior configuration. The schoo!
retains a significant degree of integrity on both the interior and exterior. The only alterations being the removal of the rear
coal storage shed, the addition of a second entry vestibule and the replacement windows. Modifications to the school are
within the parameters defined in the multiple property submission and do not sufficiently impact the integrity of the building
as to make it ineligible for listing. The most significant threat to the integrity is the condition of the building. National
Register listing is being sought as a means to aid in the preservation and maintenance of the structure.

Wilcox School — District No. 29 is a fraditional example of the Country School property type as the one-room schoolhouse
constructed to educate the children of focal families in rural Wilcox Township; it served that function for sixty years (1886 -
1947). Like many rural schoolhouses, Wilcox School was the center of community activities. The schooi serves as a
present reminder of the dedication of the early settlers to educate their children and to work together as a community for
the betterment of all. The school is one of only a few remaining rural school houses in Trego County and serves as a
representative of a significant component of our educational system — the one-room schoolhouse. Constructed of native
limestone quarried on the south side of the Smoky Hill River, one-haif mile from the site, the school is an exceltent
example of western Kansas vernacular architecture. The school is 8 monument {o the demanding manual labor and
ingenuity of the early settlers of Wilcox Township who dreamed of making a better life for their families and neighbors.,
Wilcox School — District No. 29 is nominated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under the multipte
property documentation form, Historic Public Schools of Kansas as representatives of the Country School property type.

® Ibid.
" Ibid.
* “Biography of Olsen Family — John O. Olsen and Rebecca E. Crawford,” First United Presbyterian Church Certennial Book, 1878-1978. ».p., 1978,
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Personal Interviews/Written Correspondence with residents and former teachers and students of Wilcox Schoot:
Bob Michellich (son of Mary Marie Olsen), January 10, 2004,

Fern Rhoden {Jocal resident), March 17, 2004,

Milton Dietz (former student), March 28, 2004.

Raymond and Peggy Sue Mai {former student), March 29, 2004.

Evea Rumpel, Trego County Register of Deeds, March 17, 2004.

Rosie Mai Kvern (former student), April 18, 2004

Wilma Bell Rohr (former teacher), June 11, 2004,

Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description ~ One acre located in the Southwest Comer of the Southwest Quarter of Secticn 28,
Township 14, Range 23S, The site is bordered on the west by Highway 283,

Boundary Justification —The boundary reflects the ohe acre site deeded to District No. 29 for construction of a schoot in
1886.
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Additionai Documentation

Maps
USGS map attached

Historic Views
Figure 1 — Early photo of Wilcox School
Figure 2 ~ 1927-28 School Souvenir

Photographs

Wilcox Scheol District 29
Trego County, Kansas
Digital Photos taken by Brenda R. Spencer, July 23, 2005.

Description of View [direction of camera]

Front (west) and south facades from southwest corner [northeast]
Front (west) facade [east]

South facade [north]

East (rear) and north facades from northeast corner [southwest]
Front (west) and north facades from northwest corner [southeast]
Window detall, south facade [north]

Original entrance/ entry vestibule on west facade [east]

Second entry vestibule (stone) added at unknown date, looking out original door {west]
tnterior of school from front entrance [east]

Detail of north side of school room [east]

Window detail from interior, south side [south]

Detall of wainscoting and ozk floor at entrance [northwest]

Detail of pressed metal ceiling, northeast corner [northeast]
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Figure 1 — Hisforic View of Wilcox School
Provided by Bob Michellich, no date or source.
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